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Study on the Relation Between Beiguan in Taiwan
and Uzagaku in the Ryukyu Islands

PAN Ju-Tuan

Associate Professor, Department of Traditional Music, Taipei National University of the Arts.
Abstract

The conferring of titles and the acceptance of tribute were systems once adopted by China to
establish friendly relationships with neighboring countries. As a result, China’s traditional theaters
and music were introduced to the nearby islands and music styles were established. After the Satsuma
Domain of Japan invaded the Ryukyu Islands, the Ryukyu Kingdom was requested to send delega-
tions to Japan whenever a new emperor or shogun took power. Such missions were referred to as “Edo
nobori”’0 O O O O . The delegation was required to offer some exotic performances, which were
most frequently Chinese traditional music and operas. The delegation played Rozigakud 0 O 0O O
on its way from the landing port until arriving at the location of the ceremony. It was a type of tradi-
tional Chinese marching music. Upon entering the hall of celebration the delegation would perform
UzagakuO O OO 0O.

According to ancient documents, many traditional Chinese operas and music were performed
during the Uzagaku performances. In records related to the Edo nobori event, the titles of Wenbu O O
O O and ZhaojunhefanD O O O O O were discovered; these two titles are related to Beiguan operas.
So far only one version of Wenbu of the Uzagaku has been found to closely resemble a complete ver-
sion of Wenbu in Beiguan . The other versions of Wenbu showed that the performances had evolved
from the opera style into those in which only one singer appeared. Compared with the evolution of
Wenbu, the performance of Zhaojunhefan in the Edo nobori event was presented in its original opera
style. This study examines historical documents, manuscripts, emaki paintings, lyrics, narrations,
names of titles, performance documentations, and proves the close relationship between Uzagaku and
Beiguan in Taiwan.

Keywords: Beiguan, Shisanyin, Uzagaku (Ryukyuan Court Music), Wenbu, Zhajungefan
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Bamboo, Strings and Harmonics—A Study Based
on the Field Investigation of Bunun Musical Bow,
Jew’s Harp and Four-Stringed Zither/ Five-Stringed
Zither

TSENG Yuh-Fen

Associate Professor, Department of Music, National Chiayi University
Abstract

Based on the literatures from the Qing Dynasty and Japanese colonial period, the musical bow
and Jew’s harp were once widespread in many different ethnic groups of Taiwan aborigines. Today,
however, the tradition of musical bow manufacturing and playing is found only within a small number
from the Bunun tribe; while the Jew's harps, before prevailing in Taiwanese aboriginal tribes of the
past, living tradition could only be found preserved in some of the Pan Atayal ethnic groups, including
Atayal, Seediq and Truku, and in the Bunun ethnic group. For the latter, the single reed Jew's harp
shows relatively more intact heritage in terms of manufacturing and playing. As for the four-stringed
zither/ five-stringed zither, according to the survey recorded during the Japanese occupation, it had been
a popular musical instrument among the Bunun tribes, but now has almost vanished from its history.

Having undertaking field-investigation constantly on these three kinds of Bunun traditional
instruments from 2010 to 2014, the author noticed these musical traditions have been disappearing
among the tribes at a breakneck pace and felt lucky to record and preserve some of the manufacturing
and performance techniques at a time, which proved itself precious, since the elders passed away one
by one within a short period of time.

Rooted in the fieldwork records gathered in these years and historical literature since the Qing
Dynasty hitherto, this thesis has analyzed the comprehensive knowledge of these three kinds of
musical instruments, from the aspects of historical background, the structure of musical instruments,
manufacturing techniques and performance practices. Besides, parallelism in terms of scale and
melodic expression among Bunun musical instruments--including musical bow, Jew’s harp, four-
stringed zither/ five-stringed zither, and pestles ensemble-- will be explored, and then a further step is
made and extends this research to the comparison between the vocal polyphony and the instrumental
music of the Bunun tradition.
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Discussion on Some Musical Language Characters
of Yoshihisa Taira through Interpretation of
Hiérophonie IV for Flute Solo

CHEN Hui-Mei

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Music, Taipei National University of the Arts, National
Taiwan University of Arts, University of Taipei, Fu Jen Catholic University.

Abstract

Hiérophonie 1V (1971) for flute solo written by the Japanese composer Yoshihisa Taira (1937,
Tokyo — 2005, Paris) is included in a series of his representative works under the same title. From a
point of view of interpretation, | shall try to reveal some characters of his musical language by tracing
the special aspects presented in the piece. | will also try to discuss some common concerns, the
comparable aesthetics, and musical thinking shared by the composers of his generation demonstrated
in their musical works for flute solo; in spite of the differences of their cultural heritages, this will

hopefully help in the interpretation and appreciation of Taira’s music.

Keywords : Taira, Flute Solo piece, Hiérophonie, Japanese Composer.
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0 0O 8: Taira : Hiérophonie IV, p.10.0 Méditatif00 for bass flute. 1971. © Paris : Rideau Rouge.
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A Cycle of “Learning—Service—Relearning”:
Gamelan as a Service-Learning Class at TNUA

LEE Ching-Huei

Associate Professor, Department of Traditional Music, Taipei National University of the Arts.
Abstract

It has been 30 years since Dr. Kuo-huang Han was invited by Prof. MA Shui-long (1939-2015),
the former President of National Institute of the Arts (renamed Taipei National University of the Arts
in 2000, hereinafter TNUA) and former Chair of the Department of Music, TNUA, to start gamelan
and world music classes in order to broaden students’ vision and foster proper etiquette for respecting
other cultures. Later these classes brought fantastic influences in Taiwan. Dr. Han assisted the
university to purchase the first ever set of gamelan in Taiwan, a Balinese gamelan angklung in 1985.
Later in 1992 he was re-invited by TNUA and added a Javanese gamelan to the collection in 1993.
After Han returned to the United States, | continued to teach gamelan at TNUA under his instruction.

This paper focuses on the gamelan class at TNUA, discusses the origins, retrospective history and
progression of gamelan at TNUA and Han’s philosophy and pedagogy for teaching gamelan. Students
enjoyed learning gamelan in Dr. Han’s classes enormously. He encouraged students to not only focus
on one instrument but learn more of the various musical instruments in the gamelan ensemble. Thus he
asked students to interchange musical instruments and applied an idea of “got it teaches not yet getting
it” learning from each other, i.e. “those who have learned it teach those who have not yet learned
it.” Through this teaching strategy, students became accustomed to learning from each other which
strengthened their knowledge and skills and also taught them to be cooperative with their peers.

This strategy enlightened and inspired me to combine the gamelan course into a type of service-
learning class for the 2014 spring semester. Students, particularly the offspring of new immigrants
in Taiwan who had come from Southeast Asia, were invited to play gamelan and to learn more about
their mother culture. As a result, the gamelan service-learning class on one hand inspired students to
be more enthusiastic in the classroom and strengthened their learning efficiency; on the other hand it
fulfilled a need in Taiwan’s modern and multi-ethnic society to introduce Southeast Asian culture to

Taiwanese people and to foster an appreciation and respect toward other cultures.

Keywords: Gamelan, World music, Service-learning, Han Kuo-huang, Taipei National University of
the Arts
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A Special Report About the International Nanyin
Youth Concert & Symposium

LU Ying-Yu

TNUA School of Music Department of Traditional Music Adjunct Instructors

Abstract

Regarding the traditional Nanyin Music Gathering or exchange experience activity, the main
purpose of Nanguan musicians is skill learning. For the International Nanyin Youth Concert &
Symposium, unlike the past, in addition to the symposium and united music concert, the youth
participants from Singapore, China, and Taiwan cooperated to create an innovate musical called ” The
New Romance of the Lychee and the Mirror.” By using different levels and ways of communicating,
those attending the symposium could learn from other Nanguan groups about how to create successful
experiences.

This article including notes regarding the preparation of the trip, information about how the dif-
ferent Nanguan groups collaborated and the author’s observations concerning this activity.

Keywords: Nanguan, Singapore
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