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From Vocal Music to Instrumental Music: the
History and Performing Styles of Xiansuo Tunes

SHIH, Te-Yu

Distinguished Professor, Institute of Art Studies, NCKU

Abstract

Xiansuo tunes ( %% % 3 ) are vocal music accompanied with stringed instruments or the
instrumental music genre performed by string instruments. Currently there are two types of music
scores for Xiansuo tunes namely those for vocal music and those for instrumental music. Vocal
music scores include ‘the Lute Tune for the Romance of the Western Chamber from the Ancient
Music” (Tai gu chuan zong pipa diao xi xiang ji/ ( =~ + @ % EF A & faiz ) )and “the
Xiansuo Tune for the Romance of the Western Chamber” (Xian suo diao xi xiang ji/ (5% % # &
faze ) ) which depicts the story of “The Romance of The Western Chamber.” Concerning music
scores for instrumental music, there are “Thirteen Melodies in the String Music Reference” (Xian
Suo Bei Kao/ ( 32 2 # % ) ) compiled by Ming Yi (Rong Zhai) which are written in Gongche
notation ( 1 % 3% ). As for the development of Xiansuo tunes, they have gradually become used
in instrumental music ensembles although in the early phase, the use was mostly for vocal music.
During the development of instrumental music, some stringed instruments would also be used to
accompany ballads or narrative-musical performances. This shows Xiansuo tunes involvement in
vocal music and support the idea that instrumental music affects and interacts mutually with vocal
music. They are complementary and supportive of each other and gradually contribute towards
the complexity and artistry qualities of Xiansuo tunes. Therefore, it is worthy for further research
about the instruments used to perform Xiansuo tunes in vocal music and instrumental music and
their performing styles.

This paper begins by introducing the history of Xiansuo tunes in vocal music. Following
is an analysis of literary references proving Xiansuo tunes in vocal music originated from the
divertimento, or ballad-singing, of narrative-musical performances and spread from the north to the
south and then became popular in the south. After this the history of Xiansuo tunes instrumental
music is introduced and its historical value is also explored through the analysis of “The Thirteen
Melodies of Xiansuo music.” Then the performing styles and musical instruments in Xiansuo
performances will be presented through literature review and analysis describing how they have

been applied in narrative-musical performances and Xiqu. In conclusion, some performing styles
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of Xiansuo tunes in instrumental music ensemble will also be discussed. The purpose of this
research is to clarify the phenomena in the history of Chinese music ensemble of folk instruments

and Chinese music instruments while providing references for researchers in related fields.

Keywords: Xiansuo tunes, Narrative-musical performances, String and woodwind instruments,

Ensemble of Chinese music instruments
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The Neo-Classicism Embodied in Stravinsky's
“QOedipus Rex”

SHIH, Chin-Nung

Music Teacher of National Wu-Ling Senior High School,
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Music Department of National University of Tainan

Abstract:

The Neo-classicism phase is most commonly applied to the works of Stravinsky from
“Pulcinella” (1920) to “The Rake's Progress” (1951). “Oedipus Rex” was composed in
1926 to 1927 and represented Stravinsky's most refined neoclassical style. It was Stravinsky's first
success in using Neo-classicism as a means with which he created that ritual severity which marks
his masterpiece. “Oedipus Rex’ s” Neo-Classicism is characterized by a return to conventional
genres and forms as well as mixing together old and new stylistic features. Its Neo-classical
aesthetic ideals dispense with the apparent exaggerations of the Romantic Period. Instead, they are
objective and simple, have a transparent texture and lighter orchestration, and regain a detached

spirit of the Greek tragedy.

Keywords: Igor Stravinsky, Oedipus Rex, Neo-Classicism, Greek Tragedy, Opera-Oratorio
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R GIrta e ) (The New Harvard Dictionary of Music) FZE{94 + JEEFE (Robert
P. Morgan, 1934-) Fi## T #rdr 8l | (Neoclassical) Za/{&AYRE L

1 7K ST FH Y W 58 8 5 Bt 45 By Stravinsky, Igor. Oedipus Rex. Libretto by Jean Cocteau. Nouvelle Revision Opera-
Oratorio in two acts. Vocal Score Stravinsky London: Boosey & Hawkes Ltd., 1950. F 4428 A B /94 S B2 H A&
Opéra-Oratorio en deux actes d’  aprés Sophocle par Igor Stravinsky et Jean Cocteau.

2 Roman Vlad, Stravinsky, p. 113.( &ZFrAS AV NCEEBIATIER AL > B HERIRE PO HESA
HEREEE)
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1923 4 7% [ 22 3 it 7% 55 B (Boris de Schloezer, 1881-1969) & XA (#7+ & i &)
(Neoclassicism) 72 {[Elfl 555 AT RF M BT B A B S8 mURS » (@l B3 (e SEHY U7 171 59 1) W el
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w

Robert P. Morgan, “Neoclassical” , in The New Harvard Dictionary of Music, p. 535.

4 Ferruccio Busoni,Von der Einheit der Musik. Berlin: Max Hesses Verlag,1922, pp. 276-277. 524 Ferruccio Busoni,
The Essence of Music and Other Papers, London: Rockliff, 1957, p. 20.Translated by Rosamond Ley.

5 Ferruccio Busoni, The Essence of Music and Other Papers, pp.20-21. (& {EfEF BRI » 2020 E Fa) -

6 WA Y 45T s 2 B Scott Messing, Neoclassicism in Music: From the Genesis of the Concept through the

Schoenberg/Stravinsky Polemic. Michigan: UMI Research Press, 1988, p. 129-130.
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7 J. Peter Burkholder ed. A History of Western Music., pp. 835-836.

8 gETbk o (PEITBIACHLERLL) - H 41 -

9 Stanley Sadie ed. The New Grove Dictionary of Music & Musicians, ‘Neo-classic’ by Arnold Whittall, vol. 13, 1995,
pp-104-105.

10 Elliott Antotoletz, Twentieth-Century Music, p. 268.
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1905-1972) DUERERCILENNE - fakR T0AERZ SN - AL - 18 SEEE B0 E iR = O AR
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12 Elliott Antotoletz, Twentieth-Century Music, p. 274.

13 Igor Stravinsky, An Autobiography, p. 128.

14 Ibid., pp. 131-132.
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18 1Ibid., s2FFvii °

19 Stephen Walsh, Oedipus Rex, p. 15

20 Ibid., pp. 15-16.
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21 1Ibid., p. 16.
22 Ibid., p. 6.
23 1Ibid., pp. 6-7.
24 1Ibid., p. 21.
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25 Jonathan Cross, The Stravinsky Legacy, pp. 141-142.
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28k Green Richard and Handley, Eric. Images of the Greek Theatre. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1995, p.30-
31. NSZ4OR : “Under the dateline, each year has entries for the winners of boys” choir, men’ s choir, performers
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate music teachers’ cognition and praxis concerning
aesthetic education in junior high schools in New Taipei and Kaohsiung Cities. Questionnaires
were given to 160 music teachers and the data was analyzed by descriptive statistics, t-test, one-
way ANOVA, and Pearson Product Moment Correlation Analysis. The results are as follows:

1. The cognition of music teachers is highly consistent in the aspects of “educational value of
aesthetic education” and “qualities of aesthetic education” .

2. Teachers’ participation in conferences and workshops to enhance aesthetic cognition
showed marked differences based on teachers’ different backgrounds.

3. In terms of principles and strategies of teaching, music teachers show a high percentage
of agreeing regarding the belief that: music appreciation activities can foster students’ sense
and appreciation of beauty; the use of multi-assessment strategies in aesthetic education is
recommended; teachers are required to understand all types of content and forms of the arts.

4. Music teachers’ cognition of aesthetic education is significantly positive correlated with
their philosophy of practicing aesthetic education.

5. The primary reasons why junior high music teachers fail to provide proper aesthetic
education for students include time constraints and the lack of professional knowledge concerning
aesthetics.

Finally, theories and practical implications of the results are discussed and several suggestions

are given for music teachers, government agencies, and in regards to further and future research.

Keywords: aesthetic education - cognition ~ praxis
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