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Learning from the Classic “Ho Fan”
“Da-Shiau-Pai” to Discuss Contemporary Music
Design Methods in Hakka Opera

TSAI Yen-Jung

Instructor Rank Specialist of Department of Hakka Opera,
National Taiwan College of Performing Arts

Abstract

Taiwanese Hakka opera was developed by ordinary citizens approximately a hundred years
ago. Throughout its history of development, Hakka Opera has integrated the art content of vaious
types of drama, including Luan-tan-shi, Siping Opera, and Peking Opera. As a result, Hakka Opera

shows a greater capacity for performance.

In 2014, the annual production by the Department of Hakka Opera, National Taiwan College
of Performing Arts was Mingfei. The author of this study noticed that the screenplay editing and
music design of the drama intended to incorporate “Da-shiau-pai” (i.e., you-qu) - “Ho-Fan” wu-
pai in the cultural circle of Beiguan music in Taiwan into education-based and artistic performance.
In the following year, the Hakka TV show Chao-Chun Ho Fan and Hakka drama Betrayal both
presented Beiguan “Da-shiau-pai” - “Ho Fan” in a different light. This seemingly vintage design

technique is no doubt a new path through which Hakka opera can learn from the classic works.

Therefore, this paper has utilized the concrete presentation of the aforementioned three
versions of “Ho Fan” “Da-shiau-pai” in Xiqu to explain their music designers’ concrete creation
methods. The author believes that this music design method intends to give a new life to the
literature of Xiqu, making it more than historical materials. More importantly, it enables the
development of aria in Hakka opera to provide more meaningful and innovative materials for its

creation.

Keywords: Hakka Opera, music design, you-qu, Beiguan
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How Hakka Pa-Yin Went into Repertoire of
Other Musical Sources: Taking Qing-Song Chen’s
Accomplishment and His Interpretation of Xiansuo
Music in “Song Jin Chai”’(“Giving Gold Hairpin”) as an
Example

CHUNG, Chi-Yi

Ph.D. Student, Department of Theatre, Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

“Song Jin Chai”’(“Giving Gold Hairpin”) is one of the songs that are often used in Tea-Picking
Drama. In the song that has male and female duets, the lyrics are very local interlocutions. When
“Song Jin Chai” includes the Hakka Pa-Yin in its composing syntax, the song not just keeps its
original aria characteristics, but applies Suona’s unique skill of imitating vocals in Pa-Yin for a
lively interpretation. In the history of Hakka Pa-Yin’s evolution in the northern part of Taiwan,
this phenomenon of using Pa-Yin appeared in large numbers in the period of Du-Ban (competition
among groups).

During Du-Ban period, the whole Pa-Yin groups competed among one another and the skills of
Suona in Pa-Yin had been witnessed to grow to a high level. Pa-Yin enormously increased because
musicians in this tradition had been transforming tunes from other musical sources into repertoire
by using Pa-Yin composing syntax. Furthermore, due to the competition among Pa-Yin groups,
musicians of Pa-Yin Suona were inspired to endlessly improve their performing skills. In Miaoli,
Huang A-Huang was the most outstanding musician, whose student Chen Qing-Song, nicknamed
Tad-Vong-Gung (Suona Master), was equally famous.

Whenever challenged in a Du-Ban situation, Chen Qing-Song, then leading Miao-li Chen
Family Pei-Kuan Pa-Yin Group to tour around, would excel in skills among all Pa-Yin groups.
On top of that, he absorbed musical elements from the rhythmic patterns of Tea-Picking Drama,
Luantan Theatre, and Taiwanese Opera, together with some pop songs. Chen Qing-Song was able to
adopt tunes from other musical traditions because he could handle Pa-Yin composing syntax. This
study takes Chen Qing-Song as an example and “Song Jin Chai” in his album as an example of his
musical interpretation, digging into the Pa-Yin composing syntax, thus establishing Pa-Yin’s musical
patterns

Keywords: Miao-li Chen Family Pei-Kuan Pa-Yin Group, Du-Ban, Chen Qing-Song, Pa-Yin

composing syntax
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A Study on the Sanskrit Sounds of Pu-An Zhou:
Reconstruction of Shi Tan Zhang in Wu Zhi Zhai Qinpu

LIAO, Chiou-Chen

Fu Jen Catholic University, Master of Arts in Religious Studies

Abstract

Pu-An Zhou (the incantation of Monk Pu-An) can be traced back to the time earlier than
Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279), when Monk Pu-An (1115-1169) was alive. Although the
present guqin score of Pu-An Zhou can only date back to the Ming Dynasty (1369-1644), it was
likely composed and passed down by Monk Pu-An in the Song Dynasty.

In the guqin song of Pu-An Zhou, the lyric of the first sentence starts with the sound ka; the
sounds ca, fa, ta, and pa appear in the beginning of the following four sentences. These are the
five basic guttural, palatal, retroflex, dental and labial consonants in Siddham (a written form of
Sanskrit). Pu-An Zhou has a simple structure to follow. Thus, it served as a chant for people to
learn Siddham in the past.

The present study investigates the Siddham sounds of Pu-An Zhou. Singing the dharani (ritual
speech or mantra) in Pu-An Zhou in the language of Sanskrit can produce a great energy of
resonance waves of sounds which allows one to resonate harmoniously with all things in the
universe. The merits and virtues are unfathomable.

The pronunciation of Siddham in this paper was instructed by Acarya Shi Yiji, and the guqin
score based on Shi Tan Zhang in Wu Zhi Zhai Qinpu was reconstructed and played and sung in

Sanskrit by the writer of the study.

Keywords: Pu-An Zhou, Siddham Zhang, Shi Tan Zhang, five basic consonants in Siddham, qinpu
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Images and Marks of Train Traveling: A Review
of When the Train Went past Fangliao, an Opera
Production by TNUA Based on Kwang-chung
Yu’s Poetry

LU, Wen-Yea

Chairperson, Department of Music,
Associate professor, Graduate Institute of Musicology, Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

When the Train went past Fangliao is a music production of the Department of Music at
TNUA in 2018 as a part of Higher Education SPROUT Project. With an ambitious ideal and
comprehensive course planning, this inter-disciplinary production combines different aspects of
arts in one piece which includes media art of the Department of New Media Art, script writing and
stage performing of the Department of Theatre Arts, and vocal performing and music composing
of the Department of Music. The production was a re-creation of the poetry of a Taiwanese poet
Kwang-Chung Yu by weaving music with poetry. In addition, in order to distinguish it from the
popular songs of the contemporary musicals, this play emphasizes singing with a bel canto. This
article will make an in-depth report and comments on When the Train went past Fangliao from its

initial conception to stage performance.
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