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A Study of Deh-Ho Lai's '"Cloud Gate'" Dance
Music—With Red Kerchief and Spring Ripple as
Examples

SUNG, Yu-Jen

Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

When Huai-Min Lin founded the "Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of Taiwan" in 1973, its objective
was "Chinese composers, Chinese choreographers, Chinese dancers dancing for the Chinese".
Hence, the music Cloud Gate used in its first 12 years (1973-1985) was mainly modern music
composed by Taiwanese artist composers. So far, Cloud Gate has worked with almost all important
contemporary Taiwanese composers, about 15 in total, and Deh-Ho Lai has been one of their
closest collaborators. In these 12 years, Cloud Gate and Deh-Ho Lai cooperated in seven dances:
After the Rice Reaping(1973), Red Kerchief (1974), The Tale of the White Serpent (1975), Peacocks
Fly East-Southern Bound (1977), Duet (1981, the music is named Dedication Trio), Spring Ripple
(1981) and The Dream of the Red Chamber (1983). Among them, The Tale of the White Serpent
and The Dream of the Red Chamber are the most representative early works of Cloud Gate. All
the music of these dances are representative of Deh-Ho Lai's oeuvre (except Peacocks Fly East-
Southern Bound, which is a rearrangement of Guqin music). What is noteworthy is their varying
styles and characteristics. They represent the composer's development at different stages, and his
constant exploration of musical forms and content. Nonetheless, they all share a common feature:
the combination of Chinese traditional music with Western modern music, which embodies
the essence of Deh-Ho Lai's music—to express an ethnic identity and to explore new paths for
Taiwanese modern art. This was also the core concept of "Cloud Gate Dance Theatre" at the time,
and a reflection of the developments in modern music of Taiwan during the 1970s and 1980s.

This paper will examine the collaboration history between Lai and the "Cloud Gate Dance
Theatre of Taiwan", discuss the backgrounds, processes and characteristics of the seven pieces, and
take Red Kerchief and Spring Ripple as examples for detailed music analysis, with the aim to gain

greater understanding of Deh-Ho Lai's dance music.

Keywords: Deh-Ho Lai, Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of Taiwan, Huai-Min Lin, Red Kerchief,
Spring Ripple
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Institutionalization and Localization:

The Musical Behaviour and Performance of the
Offering Rite of Lingbao Taoist Altars of Tainan
City

YANG, Hsiu-Chuan

Ph.D. Student, Department of Theatre, Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

In the jiao and zhai ceremonies of Tainan Lingbao altars, rites called "offerings" performed
to present offerings to deities consist of the first and the second parts. The first is a sacred and
institutionalized ceremony, transmitted from a historical origin. Altars can pick from a broad
repertoire of texts to carry out this part, including texts called qixian, jiuchen, jiuchendabi and
jiudaluo. The second part is the result of a process of folklorization and localization. Observations
from the field show that this part offers the officiating priest a stage to show off his skills through
variations in melodies, lyrics and performance, more than is usually possible in other rites. By
varying the way in which certain parts are sung or recited and by using specific bodily movements,
the way a rite is performed plays its part in expressing the meaning of the rite. This means that
sounds and movements do not just play an auxiliary or catalyzing role, but are essential elements in
the practice of a rite. By analyzing the musical behavior and performance of the Offering rite, this

paper will discuss the current situation of the rite and its religious connotations.

Keywords : Offerings, qixian, jiuchen, jiuchendabi
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A Hannah Lash's Quartet"Frayed'" by Binary
Oppositons

WANG, Yi-Yuan

Master's Graduate Student
Musicology in the School of Music at National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Since the early 20th century, music has been liberated from the logic of tonality, and binary
opposition has played a leading role in many composer's works. In the 21th century, a young
American woman composer Hannah Lash whose music is widely performed, gains reputation
worldwide. She has designed some of her compositions through the binary oppositional concept.
This paper explores how this concept works in her string quartet Frayed (2009) for expressing
the meaning of the title. In the composition, textures and dynamics are significantly used in
emphasizing the conflict between different periods in the music structure. Lash fuses her own
musical language with compositional idioms of Baroque period and 20th century, creating
uniqueness stylist contrasts. Moreover, through various musical gestures, Lash successfully
experiments some interesting ideas to introduce musical oppositions, such as the inhalation and
exhalation binary, the long and short contrast in phrase, the arching and pizzicato in timbre and
various contrasts in rhythms and pitches. In this quartet, all musical oppositions are created to refer
the meaning of "frayed", so that Lash communicated her composing ideas to listeners in a direct

and accessible way.

Keywords: binary opposition, Hannah Lash, contemporary music, pointillism, minimalism
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17 Valeria Tsenova,"Secrets of the Moscow Composition School in Vladislav Shoot's "Pure Music'," In Underground Music
tfiom the Former USSR, edited by Valeria Tsenova, translated by Romela Kohanovskaya (London: Harwood Academic
Publishers, 1997), 198.

18 Victoria Adamenko, 93.

19 James Pritchett, 772¢ Music of John Cage (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 75.

20 Koay, 104.

21 Eugene Montague,"The Compass of Communications in Sequenza V/// for Violin," in Berio’s Sequenzas: Essays on
Performance, Composition and Analysrs, edited by Janet K. Halfyard (Alershot: Ashgate, 2007), 142.

22 Didier Guigue and Marcilio Fagner Onofre,"Sonic Complexity and Harmonic Syntas in Sequenza /V for Piano," in
Berio’s Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis, edited by Janet K. Halfyard (Alershot: Ashgate,
2007), 210.

23 Michael Huebner,"Hannah Lash's 'Hush' sharpens the Classical Edge at Alabama Symphony concert (music review),"
Alabama Media Group, 26 October, 2013, http://www.al.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2013/10/hannah_lashs.html
(accessed 8 January, 2017).
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25 David Metzer,"Modern Silence," 7%e Journal of Musicology 23, no. 3 (Summer 2006): 334.
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27 Brian Hyer,"Homophony." Grove Music Online, Oxford University Press, http://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/
grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/0mo-9781561592630-e-000001329 (access 5 July, 2018).
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